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TO THE 


PARLIAMEN T 


OF THE 


Common-wealth = 

OF 

ENGLAND,SOTLAND & IRELAND. 
THE 


AND 


PROCEEDINGS 


At leaſt SPP... / ROT and Pur-f} 


chaſers for valuable conſideration of Lands, in the Levell of | 
Hatfield Chace, che Counties of York, Lincoln,and NG, 


AND 


| Morethen 200 of their Tenants who have been | 


deſpoiled of their Eſtates by the inhumane and barbarous 


Riots of the Inhabitants of the Mannor of Epworth, 


whereot ſome have been murthered, others wounded, the 
Church with their Houſes demoliſhed, and the mare- 
rials thereof, with theirGoods taken from them by force ; 
For which cauſe they the ſaid Rioters were ex- 
empted in the laſt At of Generall Pardon. 


| Humbly preſented tothe conſideration of this preſent Parlia- 
ment for Redreſs and Reparation of their ſo great Loſlesand Damages, | 


As it was alſo to the Parliament then fitting in Fanuary 1651, 


emma _————— —_— 


_— — 


Printed i in the Veer, 1654. 
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[To the Supream Authority of this Nation, the 


PazrLlament of the Commonwealth of 
_ England, Scotland, and treland, 


CYL 16 _= in theDr ai- 
nage of the Levell of Hatfield-Chalc inthe Coun- 


ties of Y ork, Lincoln, and Nottingham, | 


Sheweth, | ju Ban 
<1 MESSY 24.:J6ars.fnce at the Expence.of newr 200000%: &r ainant ley | 
© | YA} and of ſmall nalue;nnd wade the ſumre Worth 195, 13t,nd foure 
> I 36 per Acre; Aw. «a recompenss. for their ſaid chargd, 
"—__ SS) a 


24500 Aeres of dhe. ſaid. whereof 7400 af: the 
(Ef Wales of the Adanrner of EpwertliWa part, 4s fected upon 
00d Aſſtirances inthe Lew, 4s will appear to your Headers npon the Exami 

nation.thereef, and are too long bere to.inſert 3 And according tothe faid A ſwrences, 
the Petitiencrs. had quiet and peaceable poſſcfſion of the ſaid. havds, ang: foenjuyed the 
ſame for many years, and divided, improved, and planted the ſame, and inpariientar 

230n the 7400 Acres of Epworth, built a Church and 160 HabitaGons "aud beve 


[ 


Con antly paidube Rent of 1228" per annum, which 94 then, reſerved mon the [aid 
; VA 11 149% In OL, apy; 
IF Jv 6 £7 FF 17 4 


whole proportion, and new payable to the Statefarever, =o. 
That zn 1642. in time of the Warre, ſome of the Intakicaureof the Manner of Ep- 
worth 'by-the inſtigation of one Daniel Noddel ny Attorney at Law, did riſe in tw- 
mults, ard laid waſte 4000 Acres, part of the ſaid 7400. demoliſhed the buildings, 
4nd deftraytd the crops of (orn end Papeleed growing thereupon; For ridreſs whereof, ,, 
ant eftabliſhing their poſſefion, the Petitioners exhibited Fhevr 8 Snto the Court of 
Exchequer, Wh granted ſeveral lajunttions, andwade ſevergll 
for gmieting the Poſſeſſion; bat the tumplts growing to0.grear ro. be ſuppriſt by the or- /.' 
C onrts @ ſie, the Petetroners had recourſe nato the Parliament, Whe Were ©” 


diner | | rage & C000! - « Be 
leaſe to makeſeveral Orders-therein for releeving the fr Arey likewiſe were f 


contemned, and the [aig Petitioners by force ſtill kept ont of poſſeſſion of the ſaid 4000 
Acres. OE MOST, 7 rh 3.1/2 

T hat the ſaid Rioters ſeeing themſelves go unpuniſhed for their former inſolencies 
and Rehnllions ngainfiitke Law) anc Goverwment of the State, and bavine new got 
the countenance>af> [ mutenaRiiColond Johs!Labura aud MagdriViidaan, :Ailiis 
Octo.1650. While#t the Cauſe was bearing in the Exchequer, riſe in tumults, and 
deſtrey the Corn and Crops growing upon the ather 3400 Acres, reſidue of the ſaid 
7400 Acres, whereof the Court being informed, granted a writ of Aſſiſtance to the 
Sheriff to quiet the poſſeſſion, who comes upon theplace, and uu there refiſted, and in his 

efe&c+ the Fences thrown down. 
In Rilary Term 1650. the Court upon full hearing arcreed and eftabliſhed the poſ- 
ſeſſion with theſe Petitioners, Which Decree coming to be pubiſhed npo» the place, ba- 
h vIng 
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Orders to the Sher iff (/, 1} es 
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AM Lilburp, with high and reproac h{ull language conteryn 
ivCobeGench, wh be atpnathredvith 


forced them to Yedeen. them at What rat eee andpreceed. to.demoliſh both Hou- 
les, Barns, and all other Buildings, and or 

of thoſe buildings by force, to the damage of your Petitioners and their T enants in the 
whole cap left, 409008 Ch dam he Commenevecten in gexerall by deftrm 


#5» of Jo many blr Hes 7 d'plonyh oy wage ab ma0ary. © 
The ortibn of 7460 Are vichin this OMannar being ro laid waſte, the 
Mk bla NO jt Ro PFs of the Riters ride and view it, then 


they make agrremoneWithdiorrs ef vhemoſt notoriog Ritter, that for 2000 Acres of 


that Land to be given to them where they wonla make Elettion, and 200 to Noddell, 
they would defend them againſt all Fines and other troubles concerning the Riots before- 
mentioned, and defend them againſt theſe Petitioners for the other 5200 Acres, and 
preſently after this they take the ſame 2200" Acres znto their. poſſeſſion, worth at leaf 
2600:per.annum, and fowade at the\charge of the: Petitioners, 'and have 00kITA- 
Red: to: let \proportians. \\hereof : and bave entred. upon onecheuſe, and reedified the 


ſame, and keep poſſeſſion thereof, andon the nineteenthdayof October laſt [ being the 


/ uh das 

»d) Day.) Lilburn came. With a great number armed ev the Charch, and there-forced 
i pry, phrwryaret yo rg ſaying, he'ſhowld not preach there unleſſe they 
were:ftrongty then he,. and n0Wv makes it a-place te lay bir Hay, and a Slaughter-honſe 
to kill: Gattel; and daring: his abodein the Conntrey prattiſed with the Inhabitants of 
ether Marnors to dothe ; Frag Epworth had dove, ſayings that Decrees ' were ille- 
gall, and to make the \preſent Goverument odor, ſpeaks high, reproachfull, and ſe- 
ditiaus langnage againſt .the Parliament andpreſent Governwent, as Will particalarly 


£ 


«ppear upon Examination," 


. »\; The Petitioners moſt humbly. beſeecti your Honours to take into 
— your Confideration, ' 


h os MOT DOT? W 5F | 
Os 5, Theconſequences of ſuch unparalle d and rebellious Riots, and to di- 
| ret ſuch a way for the Petitioners Reparation, aud Damages, and fur 
'* - «ture Preſervation of thu Levell, as to your grave wiſedom faall be 
(30 ©, thought meet, . By 
OP] "0 TRI And your Petitioners ſhall pray, &c, 


This was referred the 10. of Zannary 1651. toa Committee of the then Par- 
lianent, who upon:Exartination made the Report following, v4x- 
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OF THE 
Committee 


OF. ol ens 
PARLIAMENT. 


Y vertue of an Order of Parliament of the 16th of Jaxxary 1651. we have 
taken into Conſideration the Petition of the Participants in the Drainage 
of the Levell of Hatfield Chace, and upon Examination of ſeverall Witneſ- 
ſes upon Oath, We finde 

That the Peticioners at the Expence of 175046!® or thereabouts, did Drain and 
lay Dry about 60000 Acres of Land, lying contiguous within the Counties of Tozk 

Lincoln and Nottingham, which Land was not worth before 3 ſhillings 4 petice 


per Acre, und made the ſame worth 10 ſtiillings, 12 ſhillings, 16 ſhillings, and 


ſome 20 ſhillings per Acre. 

Thatin 7#e 1642. your Petitioners had been in a quiet poſſeſſion by the ſpace 
of 10 years, of about 7400 Acres of that Land- lying within the Mannor of 
Epworth, | , 

That in 1642. oh» Allen, Fohn Croſſe, Leonard Cowling, William Spaven, Tho- 
mas Noble, fames Stokeham, Edward Baffendalt, Thomas Meggot, Edward Wyld- 
bore, Edward Earle and William Wake, Robert Fawhsworth, Thomas T homkinſon, 
John wilſon, William Carryer, Robert Snell, Fohn Garland and divers others, in a 
Tumultuous manner came into the Levell within the Mannor of Epworth, and there 
brake down the Fences, and putin their Cattle, and deſtroyed about 160 Acres 
of growing Corn and Rapes, and then diver of the inhabitants of Faxey came in 
amongſt them and continued Rioting from day to day till they had laid waft a- 
bout 4000 Acres of the Drained Land, and pylled down feverall houſes thereon 
ſtanding. 

,, -— that time Captain Kingmas (fince dead) with divers others of the 
Mannor of Epworth, pull'd up a Navigable Saſs planted in Vickerdicke, which coft 
the replanting 1500!® at the leaſt. 

That ſhortly after Thomas Peacocke, Thema Barton and divers others, ſeveral! 
daies during the flowing. of the Spring-Tides, forced open a Sewer called Snow 
Sewer, planted upon the River of Trent for venting the waters out of the Levell, 
and during the ebb ſhut down the inner doors whereby the waters could not get 
ont.; this courſe they uſed till chey had drowned about 8000 Acres of Corn and 
Rapes then growing, and the Corn ſtacks generally half way, with moſt of the 
habitations by the ſpace of Ten weeks. _ gs x 

\ That the Tenants thus expulſed from their habitarions complained to the Com- 
mittee of Lincoln, who gave them.an Order to open the Sluce and let out the 
waters, which Order being brought, the ſaid Peacocke, Burton and others, with 
Muskets defended the Sluce and refed to give obedience, | ms” 

_  EILITS LY — That 


(CY, 


Thatin the yeat11647. npe 

ke Petitio! ati the Irhal itants, ſeveral} Orders were made for the eftabliſh- 
ing the poſſeſſion with the Petitioners,and Order given to the Sheriffto aflift ti;em, 
andthen Daniel! Neddel an Attorney at Law, Thomas T aukersby, Robert Browne, 
Themas Hill of Epworth, and Richard farvi of Owfton, with divers others, to the 
number of 40o perſons came upon the place Armed with Swords and Myuskets to 
reſiſt, whereby thoſe Orders were fruitleſs. | : 

That the Petitioners being ſtill. kept out of their Poſſeſſion, brought their Bill 
to hearing; then the ſaid Daniel Noddel the Solicitor for theſe, Inhabitants got in 
to his affiftance Lieutenant Col. ?ohn Lilbyr» and Major John Wildman, and while 
the Cauſe was hearing the Inhabitants began to Riot on 3400 Acres which was yer 
kept up. _ 

That upon Complaint thereaf,ta the Court of Exchequer, they ſent an Injun- 


Rion and aWrit ofAſfiſtance to the Sheriff to quiet the Poſſeiſion till the hearing of - 


the Cauſe, but in his preſence the Fences are thrown down by mulcitudes, and the 
Riotors by force fetch away the Tenants Cattle and Impound them, and refuſe to 
admit replevins, and force them to Redeem them at what Rate they pleaſe, 

That the perſons Acting in theſe laſt Riots on the 3400 Acres, were T homas Hill 
of. E pworth, Rebert Fohnſon, «Alexander Fox, fohn Watſon junior, Themas Glew, 
fohn fohnſon, Richard Maw Conſtable, Richard Profter, Thomas Hallifax, willi- 


am Elmer, fohn Arts, Fehoſephat T ayler, 7ohn Granger, Peter Clerke of Belton, 


Fillianz Robinſon, T bomas Bernard, George Peacocke, effery Whitaker of Epworth, 
IPiliam haſh of Belton, Tohn Brocke, Samuel Clayton, William Popplewell juryor, 


ph Wray, Alexander Fletcher, Charles Laund, Robert Toung, Robert Pycocke, 
tam Pycocke, Rebert Cheſman, Alexander Pitts, Fohn Foſter, fob Pettyner, Mat> 
thew Dale, Zobn Robſon, William P arkinſon, Thomas Granger, fohn Halifax,Charles 
T ea e, Edward Dalifax, william Smindall, Henry Cleire, Richard Roſe, William 
- oymplon, Robert Teale, Richard Bernard, Thomas Clearke, Thomas Tajer, Mat» 


thew | 


Ral 
Wi 


allifax, Thomas Davis ſenior, fohn Davis junior, Peter Bernard High» 
Conftable, Fohn Berzard all of Belton, william Whiteacre ſenior, William White- 
acre-junior, Thewas Browne, eAlexander Mawe (onne of Fohn Mawe,fohn Clearks, 
Alexander Clearke ſenior, John Longhton, Thomas Copgan lonne of Gecrge, George 
Chapman, Alexander Clarke junior,” Fohn Weſt," George Curforth, Alexander Cuts 
foxth, Alexander. Chapman, Thomas Loughton, William Craſhawe, Robert Foſter, 
T hemas Stmting, Richard Bernard, Frances iſle, Robert Willſon, George Wells, 
Peter C heſman, Richard Cockes and 7ohn Hall all of Epworth, Simon Wright, Wile 
liam Moody, Fohn Moody and Robert Moody of Belton, Richard T ajler, Willians 
Goldſmith, Charles Kelſey, Rabert Barrow, 7ohn Wells, Gregory fohnſon, Thomas 
Travers, Samuell Maggot, . Rover Philipſon, Robert Dawſon, Thomas Cooper, 
Henry T azler, William Barker,, Themas Cog gan and Fames Mooay all of Faxry. 

_. Thatthe Tenants being thus Treated, repair ſeverall times ro Michael! PToncktes 
a Juſtice of the ,Peace, he refuſeth to grant any Warrants, or purſue any 'Legall 
courſe for their preſervation, but on the contrary gives ſeverall Encouragements 
to. the Riotors, and ſome. of them. being indicted ar a Seffion for a notorisus 
Riot, and found Guilty, it was Moved by ſome of the Juſtices, that they ſhould 
be fined '4'or 5 Marks apiece, the ſaid Mouchron moved openly that they 
Mould. be fined but. 5 pence, and it was carried, that it ſhould be but 12 pence 


Cee... Ts 
i; That .in Febr#ary 1650, upon full hearing in the Exchequer, a Decree was 
made for eſtabliſhing the Poſſeſſion: with the Petitioners, which was publiſheU'ipp- 
on the place in the preſence of divers of the Inhabitants, who baving now potten 
the influence of Lilarn, Wildman and Nodacl, declared that they would not: give 
any Obedience theretinto, nor to aty Order of the Exchequer or Parliament, and 
ſaid they could make as good a Parliament themſelves ; ſome ſaid it was a Parlia- 
ment of clouts, and'thar if hey ſent any, Forces, they would raife Forces to' reſiſt 
»,.and proceed tothe defacing;of the Church, and within ten daies time the 
rotalFdemoliſhing the whole Tawh of Samtgfr, and other honſes thereabour*ts 
the aumber of 82 habitations, befides Barns, Stables and other Outhouſes**pufl 
$4 down 


the Bull depending inthe Exeltiequer, exhibited by | 
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down and break in pieces a Windmill,. and deffroy all the Corn and Rapes on the 
- 3400 Acres, kgs 2:1 bo ro 3 th = 

Thar the Dammages by ſeverall teſtimonies appear..te. be 800oo!b and, up- 
ward. : 

- That the Land being thus laid waſt, the Cherch defaced, the Town with. all 
the Houſes, Mill and Outhouſes depopulated, and Corn deſtroyed ( Lilbarn, 
Wildmanv, Monckton, Noddel Confederating ) an agreement is made with ſeve- 
rall men of the Mannor of Epworth, that in Confideration of 2000 Acres of the 
Land fo laid walt to be given ro Litburx and Wiliman, and 200 Acres to Noadel, 
they ſhould detend chem from all thoſe Riots paſt, and to, maintain, in poſſeſſion 


% - of 


i of all the reft ofthe 7400 Acres before laid waſt, and keep them dry, and Deeds 
: Sealed accordingly, | | 

That then Zilbrn and Nodal, Fafper Margrave and George Stovin of Crowle 
k with others, come ta $2xzofe Church on the Lords day, where the Freacy Con- 
: Sregation of Proteitants were gathered, and forced them from thenee ,-. aid 


Lilbarn told them they ſhould nor come thither unleſſe ſtronger then they., ._  ; 

That then Z:4bzr» and Noddel go to another Mannor called Crowle, and there 
they agree with ſome of that Mannor fo alliſt them to ger their Commons again, as 
hs Epworth had done, where they adviſe that they ſhould Imponnd the Tenants Cat- 
tle, and if they Replevied, to Impound them again and break their Fences, and eat 
up their Crops, and ſo tire ther out untill they attorned Tenants to them, which 
they did accordingly. | 

Thar the Tenants being thus' terrified, and ſeeing their condition was to. be 
like their Neighbours, they take Leaſes from 7aſper Margrave, and George 
Stovin, who gave bondsto faye- them harmleſſe, and ſo the Petitioners by the 
former force and this practiſe, were outed of their poſſeſſion of both thoſe 
Mannors. | wi | 

That at the making of thoſe Leaſes, Nodde! declares openly in the preſence of 
20 perſons, that he would lay 2o ſhillings with any 'maH, that as ſoon as \L;/burn 
came to Londen, there ſhould be a -new Parliament, LZil/bar» ſhould be.one, and 
call 'this Parliament to an account; further adding, that they had now finiſhed 
this of Lincolnſhire ( meaning gotten the'Land from the: Petitioners) they 
would go into Torkshire ( meaning the reft of the Levell.) and. derthe like 
there, andthen they would give the Attorney General! work enough to do. 

That Noddel ſaid at another time, that now'they bad drawn their Caſe, they 
| would Print it, and nail it at the Parliament door, and if they would not do 
| them Juſtice, they would come up, make an Outcry, and pull them out by 
E: the ears. | | 

: . That when they had made the Agreement hefore mentioned for the 2200 Acres 
; to be divided as atorefaid, then Lilburn, Wildman and Noadel cauſe to be meaſu- 
red, and take tnto their Poſlejitons the proportions avove mentioned, and agree 
with ſeveral perſons to Let proportions thereof, L:lbarn repairs the houſe that was 
built for the Miſter, and partly pull'd down by the Riotors, and puts his ſervants 
into it to keeffthe poſſeſlion attained, and having forc*t-away the Miniſter and Con- 
oregation, imployes the Church co the uſe ofa Stable, Cow-houſe and Slaughter- 
houſe, to lay hay and ſtraw 1n. 

That W:i/{dz:an being preſent at the Examination of ſeveral] Witneſſes produced 
by the Petitioners, who groved that Wildmas was preſent when 'L;/barn made the 
1 bargain that they two 1n Conſideration of 2000 Acres to them, and 200 to Nod- 
Y » del, of the Land ſo laid waft, thould defend che Inhabitants from all Riots paſt and 
' to'come, and at their charge maintain them in the Poſſefiron of the remaining 
5200 Acres, all but the Charge of a triall that was to be in, Michaelmas Term fol- 
owing, and thathe was preſent when the Deeds were Sealed to Lilbarn and- him- 
ſelf of the 2000 Acres, both which'he denied with great Imprecations and invoca- 
tions of Judgements to iall on him, if he were cither Party or.Privy, or was to have 
"had any advantage thereby, till a Deed was produced, which being ſhewed:him, 
hecontefſed'to be his own Hand and Seal,in which he did: Covenant asin.that Deed 
- is expreÞ. ' | | ' ” LIN, Wl YGOT-TS CURRIE DAD. Th, 
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The Inhabicants fay in their Defence that the Lands befote the Draining fed 
Cattle fit for the Butchers, but the Witneſſes being croſle Interrogated ſay that 
it was overflown with water in Summer before the Draining, and thatin Azay, | 
ane and 7aly, and all the Summer. long they took Fiſh in leverall places, un- 
eſſe in a very dry Summer , nd that they went in Boats Swan-hopping in 
Summer. | 

. They alſo ſay that Snow Sewer was pulled up to defend the Iſle from the coming 
of S* Ralph Hawſby then of the Kings party. 
They allo ſay that the Safſe was pulled up by the Command of one whom they 
\ knew not, but be rold the Inhabitants that he was a Captain of St Fohy MMeldrums : 
Noddelin defence of his coming with 400 men to oppoſe the Sheriff, produceth 
witnefſes, who Depoſe they heard one ſay Mr Gibbox ſent to invite him to come, 
and in his Examination in the Exchequer, he faith he cameto apprehend Mr Gibbex 
upon a Warrant. ; 

Noddel alſo produceth witneſſes, who ſay he hath been accounted well-affeted 
to the Parliament. | EA 
But as to the Charges of Draining, the quiet poſſeſſion of the Petitioners for 

ten years, the matter of Force and Riot, indeftroying Corn, in oppofing the 
Sheriff, and throwing down the Fences, pulling down the Houſes and Windmill, 
and fetching away the Tenants Cattle by force, denying Replevins, depopula- 
ting the Town of Saytofr, defacing the Church, forcing away the Miniſter and 
Congregation on the Lords day, the Contract of Li/bary and Wilaman for 2000 
Acresto them, and200 to Neadel, the praGtiſe with the Tenants of the Mannor 
of Crowle, the language ſpoken againſt the Parliament, and the Dammage done 
- to the Petitioners and their Tenants, no Defence is made. 


\ 


The Parliament being Diſſolved before this Report was made to them, up- 
on Petition of the, Participants, the Councell of State ſend for that Report, 
and made Reference thereof to a Committee of their own, and upon ſeve- 
rall Examinations thereof, with the Depoſitions taken in the. Cauſe, make 
Report again of what they finde, and then the Order following was made at 
the Councell of State, againſt which the Riotors Petitioning, it was again 
Referred to another Committee, and upon their Report, their Solicitor was 
committed for his indire&t deportment in the fame, and their Order follow- 
ing Signed. - 
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OF THE 


Councel of STATE. 


He Councel of State having beretofore upon the Petition of the Par- 
| ticipants in the Draining of the Levell of Hatfield Chaſe in the- 
©. . Connties of York, Lincoln «ud Nottingham, preferred unto them 
the 16") of June laſt, relating unto a Report drawn up upon full hearing by a 
Committee of the late Parliament, concerning divers Riots aud Outrages, 4nd 
#ther unlawfall Attions committed within the Iſle of Axholm, by the Inhabi- 
fants and Tenants of the Mannor of Epworth in the ſaid County of. _— 

an 


OD. 
and Miſterton in the Coanty of Nottingham, againſt the Partivipants in 
the ſaid Draynaze and the Improvement thereof, did thereupon referre the._, 
ſaid Report unto « ſelect number of perſons to be conſidered of, and they to re- 
port their Opiniors:concerning the ſame to the Councel, who having compa- 
red the ſaid Reports with the Depoſitions of Witneſſes examined on both ſides 
before the ſaid Committce of Parliament, and alſo again heard what could be 
alleaaged on either ſide touching the ſaid Report, have certified unto the Coun- 
cel that they do finde the ſubſtance of the ſaid Report warranted by the ſaid 
Depoſitions, and nothing materially Objec. ed by the ſaid Inhabitants and Te- 
natts azainſt the ſame, and upon conſideration of the whole matter, have cer- 
tified thetr Opinions, that the 7400 Acres of. Land inthe ſaid Report mention- 
ed ought to be ſetlcd in the poſſeſſion of the Participants, and the ſame qui- 
ered with them, and that a (peciall Commiſion iſſue to try the Ri8tors, that 
# well the Offenders may be puniſhed as the Snfferers repaired in a Legall way 
according to Fuſitce, as bytheir ſaia Certificate Regiſtred together with the 
ſaid Report among#t the Acts and Graders of the Conncel more at large ap- 
peareth : of all which the Councel having taken maturs Conſideration, and 
approving the ſaid Certificats and the option therein delivered, aud fina- 
'ng by the ſaid Report that the ſaid Participants have been by the R:otors tu- 
multuary proc: edings and evil prattiſes of divers per{ons in the (aid Report 
particularly named, wiolently thrown out of the peſſeſion thereof, th: Corn 
and Rapes there growing to a great value wholly d:jiroyed, the Houſes there. 
built by them for habitation in a great number, and even the whole Town «f 
Santott ruinated. and demoliſhed, and the Church defaced, the Safſes pulled 
wp and all the ſaid Improvements endeavoured tobe again laid wajr, and the 
Participants kept from their poſſeſion thereof by force, notwithſtanding a 
Decree made inthe Conrt of Exchequer upon the ſaid Improvements, and di- 
wers Orders and Injunitions ſince there iſſned for the preſervation of the Par- 
zicipants poſſeſſion and prevention from theſe Riots and diſturbances; which 
althoagh ſeconded with Writs of Aſciſtance to the Sheriffs have been from time 
20 time contemned and diſcbeyed, t0 the great affront of Fuſtice, dammazes 
10 the Commonwealth in generall, and the prejudice of the Intereſt of the 

State in the Feefarm Rent of 1228"* by the year reſerved ont of the ſaid Impro- 
ved Laxds, all which hath teen of late promoted by the countenauce aud en- 
conrazement of L:curcnant Collonet John Lilburn, Major John Wildman, 
aud 0ze Damell-Noddel a-Solicitor, which thee by compatt and agreement 
with divers of the ſaid Inhabitants were to have and meaſured out to them- 
ſelves 2220 Acres of the ſad Participants Lanas for their reward 1 undcr- 
taking to defend the ſaid Inhabitants from their Riots paſt, and 10 maintain 
them 13. pojſeſsion -of- the xeit. off the ſaid 7450 <2 cres againit the ſaid Par- 
Hcipants for the time 10 come, 4s by the Report amongit other fowl miſcarria- 
26s and miſdemeanors committed and cone by the ſaid perſons. and divers 0- 
thers therein particulutly mentioned appeareth., The Councel thereupon finding 
it neceſbary in this caſe, mhere the Decrees and Orders of the Courts of Faſtice 
have been with a hich hawd diſobeyed and reſiſted, tathe endangering of the 
Peace of the Commonwealth, through the oppoſition of turbulent and ſeditious 
ſpirits to apply the Military Power in Aid and Aſſiſtance of the Civil Go- 
vernment and Execution of Fuſtice, Do hereby Order, Require and Amthe- 
rize the Forces of the Army quartering in the ſaid Level of Hatfield 
Chaſe, or within the ſaid Counties of York, Lincoln and Nottingham, 
C of 
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others thatzare of ſhall be in thoſe parts, to be aid- 
| £ s of: Fuſtice and the ſaid Participants in 
ainine of the ſaid Levell, for ſetling , eſtabliſhing and keeping the- 

effion of the ſaid Tao Acres of the late Improved Lands within the 
Mannor of Epworth in the ſaid Report mentioned with the ſaid Partici- 
pans, and alſo for. Executing the: Decrees and Orders of the ſaid Conrt of 
Exchequer or any other Courts of Fuſtice touching their poſſeſiion therein, 
and for preventing ſuch Riots and Outrages for the future, and in reſpect 
of the great oy ſuffered by the Participams and their Tenants, it 
# further ordered that the Commiſtioners of the Great Seal for the time_ 
being do Award 4 ſpeciall Commiſlion of Oyer and Terminer to the Fadges 
of Ate for the ſaid reſpetive Counties to try the Riotors, and to puniſh 
them according t6 Law an Juſtice, and to enquire of the Dammazges ſuffer- 
ed as aforeſaid by the Participants and their Tenams , to the end they may 
have jnft Reparations for the ſame. Given at the Councell of State ar 
Whitehall the 3 day of Augaſt 1653. | 


Signed in the Name, and by Order 
of the Councel of Stare. 


TFobn Thurloe 
Secretary. 


eAnth, Aſhly (,ooper. 
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Wedneſday 31. Auguſt 1653. 
At the Councel of State at Whitehall, 


Ordered, 
Fa the Report made fo the Councel concern- 
ing the buſmneſi of Hatfield Chace in Lin- 
colnſhire be humbly preſented to the Partament, 
and Collonel Thomlinſon # defired to preſent the 
ſame accordingly. 


To 


: Ci» 
20$66504000000603:0300.4022200 
To the Right Honourable the Paxtiament of 

the Common-wealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, 


The Humble Petition of above 66 Gentlemen Participants, Purchaſers for wa- 
luable conſideration of Lands in the Levell of Hatficld-Chaſe, in the Coun- 
ties of York, Lincoln, and Nottingham, and above 200 of their Tenants, 
who have been defpoiles'of their Eſtates by the inhumane and barbarous Ri- 
ots of the Inhabitants of the annor of Epworth. 

Shewcth, | | 
Hart the late King being owner of the Mannor of Hatfeld in the 
| County of Terk, in which he had a Chaceot Red Deer, and of 
A the Mannor of Epwerthinthe County of Lincoln, and of 15 other 

Mannors thereabouts, lying contiguous within the Counties of York, 

Lincoln, and Nottingham, adjacent tothe {aid Chace, which had belong- 

ing to chem the quantity of above 60000 Acres of Common waſte Land 

ſo hurtfully ſurrounded thar it yeelded little or no ben«< fit ro the Com- 

mon-wealch, Did In the Year 1646. contracwith Sir Cornelizes Wermiy- 
 dento dram the ſame, which was done by him and his Participants at the 
expence of an :55046. as is proved by Examination of Wineſles upon 

Oath before theCommaitree of Parliamentro whom ic was referred,beſide 

1228! per An. Fee-Farm Rent, reſerved upon the Grants of thoſe Lands; 

And Commiſſioners being ſent to treat wth the Commonersof the ſe- 

veral Mannors, Agreements are made, anl by conſent confirmed by De- 

crees of the Comtof Exchequer, and allreſt quiet to this day, and well- 
pleaſed with the proportion allotted to pow for their Common, being 
now kept dry for them at the Petitioners tharge, exceptthe Commoners 
of the Mannor of Fpwerthin Lincelnſhire, and; Miſterton cum Gringlty in 
Nottinghamſhire, who lying contiguous, and taking advantage ofthe War, 
when the Petitioners had been : 4 years in a quiet poſleſſion by the Grants 
before mentioned, and a Decree by conſent of 370 of the Commoners 
within the Mannor of Bpworth, who were all then that could be diſco- 
vered to have righrof- Common, Did in Fare 1642. riſe in Tumulrs, 
laid waſte and deftroyed all the Corngrowmg, and habitations planted 
in 4000 Acres, or thereabouts, ſo decreed to the owner of the Soil and 

Drainer within the ſaid Mannor of Epworth, and keep it by forceto this 

day, notwithſtanding ſeveral Orders of the Parliament and Court of 

Exchequer; And committed both then and fince many barbarous and 

inhumane Riots, in forcing open the Sluce, which, vent the waters into 

the River of Trent, and letin the Spring-Tides, and thereby drowned 
8oto Acrcs of the Tenants Corn and Rapes then growing, the Corn- 
ſtacks half-way deep, and all che habitations in the whole Levell, and fo 
kept them by the ſpace of ten weeks, and afterwards depopulate and de- 
moliſh whole Town of Sartof;, confifting of 82 Habitatious, beſides 

Barns and Stables, deface the Church, and at that time deſtroy all rhe 

Corn,Flax, and Rapes growing on 3400 Acres in May and Fure, and pul- 

ling down a Windmill : Theſe and other damages are proved before oe 

| ad 


i, (062 
ſid Committee to be above $0000", for which the Parltamentrhought 
fitto. except them inthe generall Pardon, and Ordered a Committee to 
examine the Petitioners Complaint, who ſpent much time therein, 

The Reporr of: which Committee being prepared but not reported 
before the diſſolution of thar Parliament, the Councel of State in Fare 
15 Ze conſidering the conſequences of ſuch unparalleld InfurreQtions in 
affront ro the Courts of Juſtice, (who made ſeverall Ordets and De- 
crees for eſtabliſhing the poſſefion, and ſeveral Writs of Aſſiſtance to the 
Sheriff who was ſeveral rimes beaten away) ſent tor the ſaid Report, 
whereupon the ſaid Rioters Petition againſt the ſame, upon which the 
Councellrhen Ordered a ſ{ele& number of themſelves, and M Scobe!l to 
examine the ſaid Report; who ſpent ſeveral dates in preſence of both par- 
ties, to hear again what could be objeted againſt the {ame ; Upon whole 
Report the Councel mace an Order.thatCol.7 emlinſor then ofthe Coun 
cel ſhould preſent the Report to the Parliament,2nd another Cider at that 
time is conceived for the Military power toaſhſt the Civil Government, 
to eſtabliſh che poſſeſſion according to the {everali Orders and Decrees 
with the Participants,and co enquire of the damages, tOtheendthe Pett- 
tioners might have Reparation,as by thatOrcer appeareth. Againſt which 
the Rioters Petition again, and procure the Order to be ſtopped, 2nd 
thereupon another reference is made to another Commitree of the then 
Councell, they likewiſe hear the Exceptions of the Rioters againſt the 
faid Report and Order, and again re-examine the ſaid Report with the 
Depoſitions taken in the Caule, and upon full hearing Report again to 
the Councel; Whereupon the Order was ſigned, and the Solicitor com- 
mitted for his abuſE'in the ſame, . 

Upon which Order of the Councel tor eſtabliſhing the poſſeſhon ac- 
cording to the ſeverall Decrees in the Exchequer, your Petitioners did 
in «April laft endeavour to incloſe the Land again, and ſet about 50 per; 
ſons to'work, to'make up the Fences, upon notice whereof the Inhabi- 
rants of- the ſaid Mannor riſe again, beat off the workmen, and wounded 
14 of them, andſo in affront both to all Decrees and Orders by force 
keep the poſſeſſion vill this day, to the great ſcandall of Juſtice, your Pe- 


titioners and all other diſcouragements to engage in ſuch publique works 


ſo beneficial ro the Common- wealth. 

The Petitioners humble Suit is, That this Parltament will be 

pleaſed to give Order, that a Committee upon view of thoſe 

ſeveral proceedings before-mentioned prepare a Bill ro palſie 

into an AR for ſctling thar whole Improvement which hath 

been drained at ſo vaſt an Expence, and to enforce the De- 

| linquents to pay the Petitioners damages; In which AQ 

ſuch Immunuties and Priviledges may be inſerted as may en- 

courage others to dothe like publique works. 1 


And they ſhall pray tor your Honours, &c. 
Fohn Gibbon, E 
Eaward Reed. THOINE 


© Onthe behalf of themſelves, and the reſt 
* ofthe Participants and their Tenants. 
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